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‣ Prosodic Focus (P-Focus): a PF feature, which directly 
corresponds to focus realization in phonetics 

‣ Semantic Focus (S-Focus): an LF feature, which directly 
corresponds to focus alternatives in the interpretation 

‣ Syntactic focus marking (F-marking): Syntactic focus 
marking, which marks a constituent with a grammatical F-
feature
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Generalization on Aligning P-Focus and S-Focus (GAPS)             

For a given F-marked XP in the syntax DΣ , there is a S-
Focus domain in the semantics Dλ and P-Focus domain in 
the prosody Dφ . 

These align in that Dφ occurs within Dλ 

(more precisely: Dφ occurs within the phonological structure 
that corresponds to Dλ ; i.e., the spell-out of DΣ)
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